[Indication and performance of endocrine surgery. The significance of molecular genetic examination].
The molecular genetic changes from certain endocrine tumors are already understood, reflecting as they do the etiology of these sporadic familial disorders. This already has clinical consequences to the treatment of familial endocrine tumors, which often appear in the course of syndromatic disorders. These consequences consist in slight changes to surgical technique, the search for other active and usually endocrinal tumors, and examination of family members for other gene carriers (of disease-specific mutations) and the most suitable prophylactic tumor therapy. In contrast, for sporadic endocrine tumors there exists far less clinically relevant knowledge. Starting with anamnesis and clinical findings of active endocrine tumors, we discuss the current possibilities for molecular genetic determination of disease-specific mutations (germline and tumor DNA) and their effect on surgical procedure.